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JOB DESCRIPTION

Title: Librettist, Let’s Create an Opera program
Department: Education and Community Engagement 
Reports to: Education and Community Engagement Manager 

Calgary Opera’s Vision: Calgary Opera aspires to be a leader in the opera field, known for its 
intensive collaboration with arts organizations of all sizes, a thoughtful balance of traditional classics 
and more alternative works, and a mix of larger-scale and smaller artistic projects. The company 
relies on a network of diverse sources to recruit artistic and operational talent, with a strong 
commitment to develop and showcase top Canadian talent. 

Calgary Opera’s Mission: Calgary Opera serves our entire community with innovative and inspiring 
operas in a multitude of forms and venues, and through educational activities and the training of 
young Canadian artists, while developing our people and managing our operations in a fiscally sound 
and efficient manner. 

Calgary Opera’s Mandate: Calgary Opera is dedicated to: 
• Promoting interest, awareness, and attendance of the operatic art form 
• Presenting classic and contemporary operas, and other musical entertainments, at an extremely 
high performance standard 
• Training and development of high-potential emerging artists 
• The recruitment, development, and presentation of exceptionally talented performers, 
composers, librettists, directors, and designers, with emphasis on Canadian talent 
• Childhood education and exposure to opera 
• Telling Canadian stories through new works 

Summary 
Calgary Opera’s Let’s Create an Opera program is entering its 24th year. The program pairs a professional Librettist, Composer and Director with an Elementary school in the city to write, compose and perform an original opera. The program teaches children about opera creation, teamwork and introduces them to working arts professionals in the community. The program runs for one full school year and culminates with a live performance with the students singing and performing their own opera. 

Position Details 
Calgary Opera is hiring for the position of Librettist for a bilingual Spanish-English elementary school in SW Calgary. The Librettist must have playwright or libretto-writing experience, speak, and write conversational Spanish and English and have experience working with children.  The Librettist will be drawing story ideas and elements from the school’s students to craft a libretto for performance. The successful candidate will be required to present a clean Police Vulnerable Sector check and work IN-PERSON in the school. The Librettist will present the completed libretto to Calgary Opera and the school at the beginning of November for the performance. They will also oversee a presentation to the school of the completed text.
The school is interested in incorporating the learning they are doing with First Nations Elders and teachings into the story of their opera. Experience working collaboratively with others is a key component of the success of this project.


Term
Early September to early November 2021


Duties and Responsibilities
· Speak and write conversational or fluent Spanish and English and be able to translate between the two languages easily
· Present a clean Police Vulnerable Sector check in order to work in the school 
· Work with the administration and staff of the school to create a working schedule to visit each classroom in the school 
· Work directly with the students in the classroom to engage and encourage them to share story ideas, always with a teacher or school staff member present
· Teach the children about the elements of story and performance, including opera, at a basic level
· Manage time well to meet with all of the classes in the school, spending time with each group to gather enough material to craft a libretto
· Facilitate meetings with the children with positivity, kindness and encouragement to help them share their ideas and create a story that has meaning for them
· Present a completed libretto written in both English and Spanish to the school and Calgary Opera at the beginning of November
· Organize and oversee a presentation of the completed libretto to the school
· Work collaboratively with the school staff and administration to incorporate ideas and schedule time 
· Be flexible with changes and edits to the story line as requested by Calgary Opera or the school administration or staff

Compensation
$3000 for the contract period plus GST if applicable, payable once the final libretto is delivered and presented to both school and Calgary Opera

How to apply
Please submit a brief cover letter and list of relevant experience with references to:
Patricia Kesler, Education and Community Engagement Manager
pkesler@calgaryopera.com

Deadline for submissions: Monday, August 16th, 2021
Start Date: School meeting with staff at end of August (approximately 1-2 hrs) with a start date in the school mid to end of September 2021

Only candidates selected for an interview will be contacted.
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