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Centre City Banner  

Program 2023 ð2025 

CALL TO ARTISTS 

OPPORTUNITY SUMMARY 

Calgary Arts Development (CADA) and The City of Calgary 

invite artists to submit qualifications for consideration in the 

design of banner artworks installed on streetlight poles on six 

bridges and streets in the downtown area.  

Up to three artists will be selected through this Call to Artists. 

Each artist will create six original designs which will be 

displayed on banners across the city for approximately one 

year. Selected artists will work collaboratively with CADA and 

The City to develop and refine a thematic concept that 

considers the multiple contexts of Calgary, and the 

communities in which the banners will be displayed. For 

detailed information, see the Project Description section 

below.  

Designs will be installed between 2023ς2025. 

This Call is open to visual artists residing within the City of 

Calgary (or surrounding areas within a 75 km radius and 

strong connections to Calgary). 

Total Artist Budget: $7,000 CAD (not including GST) 

Submission deadline: 4:00pm MT 

 Tuesday , August 16, 2022 

 Late applications will not be  

 considered. 

Submission Checklist:   !Ǌǘƛǎǘ /Φ±Φ 

   !Ǌǘƛǎǘ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ 

   [ŜǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ 

   мл ƛƳŀƎŜǎ 

For specific details , please read the Submission Requirements 

and Evaluation sections below.  

Artist Information Sessions:  

July 19, 2022 @ 10:00am / Aug 2, 2022 @ 6:00pm   

Register for the Information Sessions: link to RSVP 

ASL translation will be provided at both sessions. 

For more information: link to webpage 

How to submit: link to smart simple 

mailto:publicart@calgaryartsdevelopment.com
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/info-session-centre-city-banners-call-for-artists-tickets-372375554307?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=escb
https://calgaryartsdevelopment.com/Public_Art/the-centre-city-banner-program/
https://calgaryartsdevelopment.com/Public_Art/the-centre-city-banner-program/
https://calgaryartsdevelopment.smartsimple.ca/s_Login.jsp
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BACKGROUND 

The Centre City Banner Program is an initiative led by The 

/ƛǘȅΩǎ 5ƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ 

Public Art Program. Since 2008, this program has provided 

local artists with an opportunity to create banner artwork that 

Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛǘŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ /ŀƭƎŀǊȅΩǎ 

ǳǊōŀƴ ŎƻǊŜΦ !ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψnew direction for public art,Ω 

Calgary Arts Development (CADA) will work with The City to 

run the 2023ς2025 Call to Artists. 

The artwork is generally replaced annually with a new vision 

and theme to welcome people to the core. In the past, artists 

ƘŀǾŜ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜŘ /ŀƭƎŀǊȅΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀƴƴŜǊ 

design ς from history, community, urbanity, and natural 

landscapes. Overall, the banner designs have been celebratory 

in nature and have provided vibrancy to the public realm.  

Banners have been displayed on gateways into the downtown 

area, including the MacDonald (MacDonald Avenue S.E.), 

Louise (10th Street N.W.), Mewata (14th Street S.W.), 

Reconciliation (Fourth Street N.E.), and Centre Street (Centre 

Street N) bridges and the Olympic Plaza pergola. These spaces 

become open-air art galleries, welcoming people to the 

downtown, and creating a narrative for pedestrians, cyclists 

and drivers.  

 

PROGRAM  OBJECTIVES 

The objectives for the Centre City Banner Program are to:  

 Enhance the streetscape and provide a vibrant and 

colourful statement  

 IƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ΨƎŀǘŜǿŀȅǎΩ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ Řƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ  

 /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ /ŀƭƎŀǊȅΩǎ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎΣ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘies, 

histories, geography, and diversity. 

 

mailto:publicart@calgaryartsdevelopment.com
https://www.calgary.ca/csps/recreation/public-art/public-art-policy-review.html
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The selected artists will be required to create and submit six 

unique artwork designs as high-resolution files. Artists will be 

expected to collaborate with the project team throughout the 

development of the artwork, participating and responding to 

comments and revisions from the project team, and liaising 

ǿƛǘƘ ¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǇǊŜ-qualified printer to ensure they are 

preparing files that can be successfully printed digitally.  

Banner dimensions vary in size from 81 ŎƳ όонέύ ōȅ му3 cm 

όтнέύ ǳǇ ǘƻ ум ŎƳ όонέύ ōȅ мфс ŎƳ όттέύΦ !Ǌǘƛǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ 

required to produce their design at the maximum height  

(мфс ŎƳ κ ттέύΣ ōǳǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀǊǘǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ 

ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘŜ ǳǇ ǘƻ мо ŎƳ όрέύ ƻŦ ŎǊƻǇǇƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ǘƻ 

adapt to shorter banner heights.  

The selected artists will: 

 Develop and refine an original concept and design 

that considers the multiple contexts of the City of 

Calgary and the communities in which the banners 

will be displayed. 

 Submit their design for comments, revisions and 

approval. 

 Review and provide comments on colour samples 

and printing proofs for quality control purposes. 

 Develop and supply an installation layout plan for 

each install site. This layout plan will identify which 

art designs are to be installed on each pole, which 

direction the artwork will face and whether any 

mirroring is required.  

 Develop and provide an artist bio and artwork 

statement that may be used in communications 

about the banner program.  

 Work with CADA staff to communicate project 

development. 

 Note: The ŀǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ǎŎƻǇŜ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ŘƻŜǎ 

not include printing, installing or maintaining the 

banners. These tasks will be financed separately 

and managed by The City. All printing will be 

undertaken by a printer that has been pre-qualified 

by The City. 
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